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To those concerned,

1061

I recently learned you were soliciting comments regarding labeling

foods treated by irradiation. l#iththis issue, accurate and informative

labeling is important.

The terms irradiation and irradiated are well understood by the

general public as relating to a certain process with a specific class

of materials (radioactivesubstances). Other terms would not necessarily

do SO. For example, “cola pasteurization” or “electronic pasteuriza-

tion~~do not convey the materials or process u6ed and would be not only

less clear by misleading.

Because the treatment has negative effects on the nutritional

quality of food, causes other changes widely regarded as negative, such

as on sensory and spoilage qualities, and is not readily apparent to the

c~nsumer, it is important that food thus treated be properly and clearly

labeled as such. Allowing labeling requirements to expire at some future

time would be raiiing to proviue information needed and wanted by the

interested consumer to make informed food ChOiCf?s.

Yours truly,
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